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Karl Henry Pilati, 95, passed away on June 7, 2022, at Russellville Hospital. 
Mr. Pilati was born in Germany. He and his family moved to the United States
when he was very young and they settled in New York City, where he was
raised. After completing high school, he served in the United States Marine
Corps. 
Mr. Pilati enrolled at the University of Alabama in Tuscaloosa after his military
service to pursue a Bachelors Degree in Geology. It was in Tuscaloosa he met
the love of his life, Jimmie Sue Woodruff. They were married 66 years until her
death in 2019. 
Mr. Pilati was described by those who knew him as an intelligent, interesting
and fun person. He was also a wonderful husband and father. 
His distinguished professional career saw Mr. Pilati work in Louisiana and
Texas for several companies, including SONAT (Southern Natural Gas). His
search for oil and natural gas took Mr. Pilati around the world. He and his wife
loved to travel and the couple visited six continents. He also loved to work
with his hands and he was an accomplished craftsman, wood worker and he
could fix most anything. Mr. Pilati also enjoyed working outside in the garden,
swimming (he did daily laps until the age of 91) and reading. He had a love for
animals, especially dogs, and the Pilati household always had at least one pet



as part of the family. Mr. Pilati was a member of the Russellville Civitan Club. 
He was preceded in death by his wife, Jimmie Woodruff Pilati, his father, Carl
Pilati, and his mother, Marie Adelmann. 
Mr. Pilati is survived by his sister, Inga Cheries, his daughter, Anne Burke
Firouzbakht (Ali) and his son, John Pilati (Angel), two grandchildren, John
Burke and Helena Burke, sister-in-law, Doris Woodruff, nephews Mark
Woodruff (Patty) and Copeland Woodruff. 
Per Mr. Pilati's wishes, there will be no funeral service or visitation. Spry
Memorial Chapel will assist the family and his ashes will be buried next to his
wife in Franklin Memory Gardens in Russellville. 
Family members want to express their gratitude to a number of people who
assisted and cared for Mr. Pilati, including: Luz Cortez, Efraim Cortez, Mario
and Melissa Andres, Nancy Hulsey, Beth Pounders, Heather Mims, the
Country Cottage staff, Dr. John Almirol and his staff and the nurses in
Russellville Hospital's ICU. 
To leave private condolences, please visit our website at www.sprymemorialch
apel.com.
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Carol Reynolds Gallion - June 13, 2022 at 12:00 AM

My prayers are with Anne, her brother John and your entire
family.� 
Carol�

Joe and Shelia Tucker - June 12, 2022 at 12:00 AM

John, Sorry for your loss. Your dad was always very interesting to
talk to, and always gave interesting talks and programs at Civitans.
�He will truly be missed.�

Steven - June 12, 2022 at 12:00 AM

Mr Pilate was a complete stranger until I read his obituary, twice,
this morning?, what a interesting gentleman?. �I?m sure you will
miss him. With sympathy, Steve Clark

Terri Wells Long - June 11, 2022 at 12:00 AM

John, I am so sorry to read of your dad passing. You and all your
family are in my thoughts and prayers. God bless each of you and
give you peace and comfort.
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Jamie Marlar - June 11, 2022 at 12:00 AM

I will truly miss walking into work at the
Country Cottage each day and being greeted
with the biggest smile from Mr. Pilati! He was
a joy to care for and always made me laugh
with his little jokes and such!! Love ya Mr. P !!!
�

Mark Webb - June 10, 2022 at 12:00 AM

John, 
 So sorry to hear the passing of your dad. My

prayers are with you and your family.

Phillip Hall - June 10, 2022 at 12:00 AM

I?m very sorry to hear of Mr Pilati passing away, it was my pleasure
to have known him.� 
John & Angel you and your family are in my prayers. PDH


